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World laisser-faire was bad enough, South American investments were pernicious enough, but there was no guarantee that Imperial Free Trade would not prove itself to be quite as gross an orgy of materialism. The real imperial problem was the disaster of dominion outlook, the imposition of sophisticated values on virgin soil and virgin intellects. An effective Imperial policy would require something amounting to a dictatorship at home or at any rate complete insulation from the electorate as a pre-requisite. Industrial disillusionment in both England and America would be necessary to make the case convincing to the Dominions. If without this assistance Lord Beaverbrook could have persuaded his fellow countrymen in Canada that civilisation did not begin with petty manufacturing, it was a pity he had not been made Prime Minister. As it was Mr. Baldwin understood the situation better, he was alive to the difficulty of any Dominion agreement in existing circumstances. He had at least preached to the Canadians, but unfortunately had not got beyond the point of moralising, in which vice they were probably less steeped than their nineteenth century preceptors from *the Old World.
It was at the beginning of 1931 that the storm blew up again for the last time. Mr. Baldwin was firmer in his seat after the meeting at the Caxton Hall. The Empire Crusade was tiring its public as all political movements must that aspire ultimately to be successful. The powerful political movements of the past ceased to be of news value years before they became accomplished. It is almost certain that no modern Press magnate, despite his estimate of his own powers, could have even assisted the Anti-Corn Law League. The Press magnate is incapable of the unceasing consistency that is necessary to achieve the results of a Cobden or a Bright. Since the War there had been a tendency to think that the Press mattered, and now Mr. Baldwin was beginning to reveal its impotence in its true perspective. It was a riling moment for Lord Rothermere. It was one thing to be reminded of